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Adam Lossiah 

 
 Busan Foreign 

School‟s very own Amy Jung will be partic-

ipating in the world-famous Scripps Na-

tional Spelling Bee in Washington D.C., 

USA, along with a few hundred lucky stu-

dents from all over the globe. Amy has 

earned her way to the highest competition 

of spelling through hard work and dedica-

tion.  

 The Spelling Bee has grown in the 

past half century from a mere 9 students 

to over 250. As a result of this growth the 

American sports channel ESPN has start-

ed covering the final rounds of the tourna-

ment. The spelling bee will take place 

from May 25th to May 31st.  

 In order to get to this level of the con-

test, each student needs to advance from 

his or her school spelling bee up through 

the regional bee. They must place in each 

contest in order to move on to the next 

level. Representatives from each of the 50 

states, plus students from other countries 

such as the Bahamas, Canada, Japan, 

South Korea, and a few more gather to 

compete in the Bee. 

 Amy was not only the only female 

finalist in Seoul, but she was also the 

youngest as she competed against middle 

schoolers! Way to go Amy! Her accom-

plishments will go down in BFS history 

and she is such a noble ambassador to 

represent our school in the USA.  

 “I really want to go there and win; I 

especially want to go because I am excited 

to visit America,” Amy excitedly explained. 

 Competitors need to practice inten-

sively in order to be prepared for the con-

test, and part of this practice takes place 

in the classroom. Amy stated, “Mr. Payan 

gives our entire class a mock spelling bee 

every Tuesday with a new list of words 

each time”. She reflected, “I read a lot of 

books and study words from lists that Mr. 

Payan gives me. I also study words from 

past competitions.” 

 The competition in the capital isn‟t 

all spelling. To take a break from the 

stress of the Bee, students will be attend-

ing massive barbeques, ice-cream socials, 

go on tours around the city, and there will 

even be a talent show. The winner of the 

spelling bee will also be offered a cash 

prize and enormous scholarships from 

various well-known universities. 

 The competition consists of 3 rounds, 

with each round increasing in difficulty. 

Each contestant must attempt to spell a 

word, and if they are correct they move on 

to the next round. However, if they are 

incorrect they are eliminated from the 

tournament. 

 This is the most international recog-

nition an elementary student from our 

school has received. The Scripps Spelling 

Bee is a worldwide event and we hope to 

see her bring home the first place prize. 

Good luck in Washington, DC! 

Phillip Park 
 

 BFS now 

has something 

in common with 

the most luxu-

rious homes of Busan. When 

you walk into the main gates of 

Zenith Apartments, have you 

ever noticed that you must 

scan your fingerprint to enter 

the building? It is a display of 

modern technology and securi-

ty at its finest. BFS has now 

implemented the same system. 

Technology like this puts Korea 

at the forefront of global inno-

vation. 

Ms. Choi from the main 

office explained, “The finger-

print system has been placed at 

the parking lot entrance and 

the main entrance of the school. 

This will now reinforce our 

school security system.”  

BFS students, 

faculty, and staff 

all recorded their 

fingerprints a few 

weeks ago and 

have their prints 

saved in this new 

digital system. 

Once your print is 

stored digitally you 

can enter the 

building by scanning 

your fingerprint electronically. 

Within milliseconds you are 

cleared by the system and the 

doors will automatically open. 

The fingerprint system will 

not only help students get into 

the school but it helps manage 

special guests and visitors. 

New people that enter the 

school without a fingerprint on 

record will get permission from 

security or the main office be-

fore entering.  

Students were thrilled 

about this. Louis Kim ex-

plained, “I‟m a senior now and I 

wish I could have used this in 

the past but at least it will be 

great for all of us from now on.” 

 When students are late for 

school, they can simply scan 

their fingerprints to open the 

gates rather than ring the bell 

for the secretaries to come and 

open the door. It will now be 

easier to track tardy students 

but at the same time this will 

encourage those few latecomers 

to arrive on time from now on. 

 Ms. Choi added, “Some 

students might be a little clum-

sy and they tend to lose their 

ID cards. BFS fixed this prob-

lem with the new fingerprint 

system. Now students can get 

into school without an ID if 

need be.”  

BFS embraces technology 

and we are part of the fast-

paced and digitally enhanced 

world. Korea is a leader in 

technology and our school is 

part of the modernization.  

New Tech Makes BFS Efficient and Safe 

5th Grader Competing 

in Global Spelling Bee 

Scan your fingerprint to get into the school 
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Shark News 

 

 There must 

be something 

about the spring season that 

brings a whole new level of 

energy to our elementary 

school. Some of that excitement 

includes field trips, video pro-

duction, and a dance. 
 The first graders went on 

an exciting trip to Jwadong 

Marketplace on April 9th. They 

each had 5000 won to spend on 

whatever it was they wanted to 

buy. “It was my first time buy-

ing things without my mom 

and it was so fun!” said Eliza-

beth.  

 “It was fun and I got three 

things: two biggie things and 

two yummy chocolate bars in 

one big package.” exclaimed 

Ethen. It was the first time he 

went shopping without his 

mom and there was no one to 

choose his snacks for him, so he 

bought his favorite things. 

 Grade 1 kids not only had 

a lot of fun, but also learned a 

lot from the field trip. “They 

learned buying and selling and 

how to choose the best item to 

buy with 5000 won,” said first 

grade teacher, Mrs. Naegeli. 

The kids learned how to spend 

their money wisely, buying as 

much as they could with a lim-

ited amount.  
 Grade 1 kids aren‟t the 

only ones to go on amazing 

field trips. Kindergarten 4 

teachers are planning on going 

to a new petting zoo in NC De-

partment Store. They‟re still 

working on the specific dates, 

but nonetheless it will be really 

cool. They‟re also planning on a 

field trip to a strawberry farm. 

The kids will be able to pick 

their own strawberries and eat 

raw strawberries, make straw-

berry jam and strawberry juice 

and learn about strawberries. 

Sounds straw-VERY interest-

ing 

 Rounding out field trips 

were the Grade 5 students that 

ventured to Jangsan Park to 

celebrate earth day and partici-

pate in green activities. Mr. 

Payan and the gang had a blast 

and learned about how to save 

the planet. 
 In other news, the second 

graders are making another 

music video. This time the song 

will be Move In The Right Di-
rection. “Keep your eyes 

peeled,” exclaimed Ms. Schmidt. 

Kindergarten 3 and 4 kids are 

also starring in a new MMJ2 

video, so check BFSTV on 

Youtube for both of those vide-

os soon. Grade 2 children also 

wrote a book review that is in 

this edition of Shark Bytes. 

These young ones are on a fast 

path to media stardom! 
 Grades 2 through 5 

danced up a storm at the Sock 

Hop that was held in the gym 

on April 4th. They boogied 

down to American 1950‟s music 

in their bare socks and 

munched on delicious snacks 

provided by the PTO.  

 One family had a grand-

mother who knew exactly what 

to wear to a Sock Hop, so she 

made costumes for the kids. “It 

was a poodle dress, many dif-

ferent colors and layers.” re-

marked Mrs. Olson.  
 A boy had his mom comb 

his hair back with gel, like boys 

used to during the 50‟s. They 

enjoyed the dance a lot and had 

a whole lot of fun dancing and 

twirling and taking photos in 

the photo zone. “It was a tre-

mendous success!” exclaimed 

Mrs. Olson. 
 Wow, this spring has been 

so busy for the young ones at 

BFS. Makes me wish I was a 

little kid again!  

It’s Elementary, My Dear Students  

Nate Howard 

HS Cambodia Trip a Huge Success 

Elementary students danced their socks off at the  Sock Hop 

Elementary News by Elisha Kang 

1st graders loved Jwadong market 

Ms. Leland, Mr. Brennan and 10 high school students went to Cambodia over spring break to vol-

unteer and see the sites. Shark Bytes caught up with a few people to get their opinions on the trip. 

Check out what they had to say: 

Malkin Cho 

“I liked going to the 

night market be-

cause there were 

cheap prices on the 

things I wanted to 

buy.” 

Adam Lossiah 

“I liked volunteer-

ing for the school 

because I know that 

I changed those 

kids‟ lives for the 

better.” 

Gihun Lee 

“Learning about 

their culture, hav-

ing an opportunity 

to watch and expe-

rience a way of life 

different from ours.” 

Mr. Brennan  

”I enjoyed Angkor 

Wat because it was 

incredible. Volun-

teering was so 

meaningful, too.” 

 

Ms. Leland 

“A great part about 

the trip was getting 

to interact with my 

students in an envi-

ronment that was 

outside of school..” 

Phillip Park 

“Visiting Angkor 

Wat was incredible 

because it was mas-

sive and tremen-

dously beautiful.” 
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Shark News 

Danny Cho 

 

 “All right guys welcome 

to the top of the hour. It‟s 5 

minutes after 10 o‟clock, and 

it‟s time for the Midnight 

Rider!” exclaimed DJ Chad, 

host of the most popular radio 

show on Busan‟s number one 

English radio station, EFM 

90.5.  

 The Mass Media and 

Journalism Class visited his 

famous show in April. Fifteen 

students joined Mr. Lipsky on 

their annual trip to the studio. 

They were pumped up to visit 

DJ Chad and they had an ex-

cellent time recording with 

him.  

 The Midnight Rider 

doesn‟t sound like a typical 

radio program in Korea. DJ 

Chad stated, “Our show is dif-

ferent from other shows be-

cause most English programming in Korea 

is educational and they teach grammar and 

vocabulary. We do teach English, but we 

mostly talk to each other on air and have a 

fun time. We also play music and we do 

things like a variety show would do, rather 

than an educational show.” 

 Two students, Lei Jugenheimer and 

Benjamin Lee, showcased their amazing 

skills and provided the powerful finale of 

the show. Benjamin, AKA Beat Boxer of 

Tomorrow, laid down the beats. Then Lei 

Jugenheimer and DJ Chad free-style 

rapped over Benjamin‟s rhythms.  

 Lei was so inspired by this whole ex-

perience, “ I felt good because I don‟t think 

rap is big in Korea so it was nice to find 

other foreigners like Chad - able to rap with 

me.” He added, “Because of this experience, 

I learned how to free-style in an easy new 

way and I will improve moving forward 

thanks to the guidance of DJ Chad.” 

 Many students felt fulfillment after 

visiting the studio. Some people were first 

nervous and shy, but later on they started 

talking. Alexa from grade 9 remarked, “ I 

felt very confident and I thought I really 

belonged in this place. It didn‟t feel like 

something new because it 

was like talking to a friend.”    

 DJ Chad also benefitted 

from our recording, “I was 

very impressed with the crea-

tivity of the students and 

their ability to do something 

that is so professional at such 

a young age. Expressing 

yourself creatively is a hard 

thing to do. Even for me. And 

I found that the students 

were awesome and I really 

hope that we can do this 

again and yeah, I have to say 

that the beat-boxing and free-

styling was a really cool part 

of the show.”  

 The trip was phenomenal. Benjamin 

exclaimed, “DJ Chad even invited Lei and I 

over for a future hip-pop special! I loved 

recording the show and I can‟t wait to do it 

again.” 

MMJ Students On the Air at EFM 90.5 

MMJ students recording a show during their trip to Busan’s English radio station 

Ricky Ahn 
 

 BFS stu-

dents have two upcoming oppor-

tunities to learn more about art, 

culture, and the world around 

them. Students will be able to 

attend Busan Foreign School‟s 

first ever Fine Arts Showcase at 

the beginning of May and then 

learn about important world 

events at the International Fair 

at the end of the month. Stu-

dents and staff have marked 

their calendars are looking for-

ward to these cultural events. 

 The BFS Art Show will 

take place on May 9th in the 

gymnasium. There will be dis-

plays of artwork and crafts 

made by our students for others 

to come and see. Parents are 

also invited to come view the 

beautiful paintings. There will 

be musical performances held 

by Mr. Chapa and Dr. Kim. BFS 

students will perform songs and 

play instruments for people to 

enjoy. There will also be a few 

never before seen MMJ films 

premiering at the event. 

 Our art teacher Mrs. Soo 

was excited to talk about the art 

showcase, “I think it is going to 

be a big hit. We will be putting 

up the best work of our students 

and hope that people will enjoy 

it all!” 

 The International Fair will 

bring a close to the exciting 

month of May, coming up on the 

29th and 30th. The International 

Fair is a school-wide celebration 

of history and culture from 

around the world. This year, the 

main theme for the high school 

International Fair is examining 

events from the past and com-

paring them to present day con-

flicts.  

 The middle school Interna-

tional Fair has a slightly differ-

ent focus. Mr. Lipsky exclaimed, 

“The theme for middle school is 

rights and responsibilities. They 

will examine the past or the 

present, conduct a lot of thor-

ough research, and teach us 

about how human rights 

have been violated or cele-

brated around the world. We 

are thrilled to see the dis-

plays that the middle schoolers 

made to help teach BFS how to 

make the world a better place.” 

Students prepare for around 

3 months to create an epic 

presentation. They make 

displays and present to their 

peers, teachers, and ulti-

mately to judges who will 

evaluate each project and 

decide on a winner for the 

best presentation.  

 Dima Li from grade 9 is 

working hard on his Inter-

national Fair project. He 

said, “I look forward to the 

International Fair because I 

want to see all the posters 

and displays that the other 

students have made. I think 

they are going to be really 

nice this year because of all 

the hard work that Mr. Pa-

tel is making us do.”  

 Mr. Patel stated, “I‟m 

really looking forward 

to all of the students‟ 

creativity in connecting 

the past with the pre-

sent in their projects. I wish all 

of the students good luck in 

their presentations.” 

 This May is going to be 

busy for all of the students. 

Hopefully everyone will enjoy 

these fantastic events and gain 

precious memories to last a life-

time. 

Soak Up Culture 

This Spring at BFS 

Some of the art that will be on display at the 

Art & Music Showcase 
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Shark Features Shark Bytes Special Section 

Introduction 
What exactly is responsibility? Students hear the word 

on a daily basis and are required to show 

“responsibility.” Responsibility is the state of having a 

duty to take care of your tasks or jobs, behaving correct-

ly, and being accountable for your choices and decisions. 

All people live with a certain amount of responsibility throughout their 

lives. We cannot escape from responsibility because it is required of us on 

a daily basis. The following are case studies or examples of common situ-

ations involving the lack of responsibility among students. We have pro-

vided you with tips to help you improve your responsibility when faced 

with similar scenarios. This article 

was written and prepared by the 

High School Leadership students 

and their teacher Mr. Naegeli. 

 

Group Work Problems  
Case Study: Junwoo is a diligent, 

academically striving student. He 

always tries his best on all assign-

ments given to him. These days, 

however, he is frustrated by the 

work he has to do on his group pro-

ject. His group project partner, Tom, 

lacks commitment to the assign-

ment, and it is Junwoo that always 

takes the large portion of the work. One day, Junwoo and Tom decide to 

meet at the cafe nearby their school to complete their assignment; howev-

er, Tom never shows up even after the appointment time and does not 

answer the phone. Junwoo feels hopeless at this point. What should  he 

do? 

 

Tips: First of all, Junwoo should STOP completing the work that other 

members of the group are supposed to do. The more he does the work for 

them, the more other group members will abuse his work ethic to com-

plete their work. At this point, Junwoo should take a step back and cease 

working on the project for the time being; by doing so, other members, if 

they are willing to get decent grades on their assignment, will talk to 

Junwoo, and take their portion of the work, as they will realize that Jun-

woo will no longer work for them. If Junwoo‟s due date for the assign-

ment is near at hand, he should consult the teacher about the situation 

and ask for some flexibility in grading the group members‟ performance.  

 

Procrastination 
Case Study: A ten page essay is due next month. It is plenty of time for 

Jon to write an A+ essay. He decides to rest until the day before in a 

room full of video games because he is smart enough to write an essay in 

a day at home alone. Also, he has to start the lab report that was given to 

him last week. Jon is busy earning money to spend in League of Legends 

and date his girlfriend. He has no time to even think about his essay. 

Oh no! Why is Jon feeling 

tired? What is wrong with 

his body? He still decides 

to sleep during history and 

math classes. These clas-

ses are boring anyway and 

he does not feel like it is 

useful to learn. He can 

study for these classes in 

the future without sleeping 

at night again.  

 

Tips: In this case, Jon 

should break his work into 

little steps. This way he will be able to focus on the immediate phase and 

get it done to his best ability, without thinking about the other phases. 

Also, Jon should consider changing his environment. Different environ-

ments can have a different impact on our productivity. Moving to an envi-

ronment away from video games will make him feel inspired towards the 

work. Moreover, Jon should hang out with people who inspire him to take 

action. The people we hang out with influence our behaviors. Lastly, Jon 

needs to re-clarify his goals. If he has been procrastinating for an extend-

ed period of time, it might reflect misalignment between what he wants 

and what he is currently doing. Jon needs to keep a balance between his 

busy school work and taking time for himself.  

Cheating/Plagiarism 
Case Study: Bob asks Saemi for her homework, 

because he was not able to complete his assign-

ment the night before. At first, Saemi hesitates 

about giving the homework to Bob; she knows it 

is wrong. However she doesn‟t want to make 

herself at odds with Bob just because she refuses 

to show him a piece of paper. In the end, Saemi 

decides to show her homework to Bob, telling 

him not to get caught by the teacher. Bob assures 

her that he will never get caught, but eventually he gets caught copying 

Saemi‟s homework by the teacher.  

 

Tips: Saemi should adhere to her belief that nobody should have access to 

her assignment. Saemi should have said no to Bob because the main rea-

son to complete homework is to review concepts and help you improve 

your test scores. If Bob does not complete his homework, it will not help 

him understand what his studies are about. Saemi will not be able to 

help Bob every moment of his life. Therefore Bob needs to learn to be 

independent and Saemi needs to refuse in letting Bob take all her credit 

for her own work. 

 

Respecting Peers  
Case Study:  Heekyung and Dione are best buddies at school. They trust 

each other and spend their memorable high school lives together. Howev-

er, their level of comfort seemed to cause some unpleasant consequences. 

Dione felt that Heekyung was continuously ridiculing and humiliating 

her. Dione thought that fighting back would only cause further conflict so 

she decided to wait until Heekyung realized that it was wrong. However, 

despite the leniency Dione provided for Heekyung, Heekyung always fails 

to recognize that she is hurting Dione‟s feelings.  

 

Tips: In this case, Dione should honestly 

tell Heekyung that her behavior is ex-

tremely disrespectful to her and ask for 

her understanding. However, Dione 

should not start the talk violently be-

cause anger would only cause more an-

ger. If Dione calmly explains how she 

feels, then Heekyung, as her best friend, 

will most likely reconsider her behavior 

and treat her kinder.  

 

 

Distractions in Class 
Case Study: Sam is in class, trying to concentrate on what teacher is 

saying. TAP TAP TAP. There is this sound again! He turns around and 

sees Jim making that annoying sound! Sam turns back and tries to ig-

nore the sound, but the sound goes on and on. He gives a glance at Jim, 

takes a big breath and tells him to stop that sound. However, the sound 

gets louder and all the other students start noticing. The students around 

Jim start staring at him annoyingly, and eventually the teacher notices 

Jim distracting the class. The teacher asks him to stop that sound, but no 

matter what, he ignores the teacher, murmuring curse words and contin-

ues tapping. Sam feels like he is going to get neurosis! 

 

Tips: In this scenario, 

Jim is being very irre-

sponsible with his be-

havior, and Sam is 

getting extremely frus-

trated. First Sam 

should breathe deeply 

to calm his anger down. 

Then he should tell Jim 

how his behavior both-

ers Sam from the depth of his heart. Also, Sam needs to explain to Jim 

why his actions are bothersome and explain how it affects him. It is im-

portant for Jim to know why it is wrong to be irresponsible. If this does 

not help, Sam can meet with his teacher after class and explain how 

Jim‟s behavior is affecting him and other classmates in class. Also, Sam 

can try to befriend Jim and try to lead by example. He can show Jim how 

to be respectful, responsible, and pay attention in class. 

BFS Leadership Class on Responsibility 
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Shark Features 

Ryan Ro 

 
 The music grew louder 

and louder. Hearts beat 

faster and faster. “Welcome 

to the 2014 BFS Talent 

Show! Our students are 

going to put on a great show for you to-

night!” exclaimed the host, Ms. Jones. The 

annual Talent Show was held on a Friday 

night in early April in the new BFS gym. 

 There were so many unique combina-

tions of performances in this year‟s event, 

ranging from early-childhood and elemen-

tary up through high school. The night 

became more and more interesting with 

each successive act. Ms. Jones hosted and 

coordinated the entire talent show, which 

was a lot of hard work. She exclaimed, “I 

love that the show took place at BFS in our 

gym. It raised our school spirit and I loved 

that the audience was very respectful and 

quiet.” 

 One performer mentioned that it was 

scary but thrilling at the same time: Ele-

mentary student Samuel Lee sang Every-
thing is Awesome. He performed at Shinse-

gae for last year‟s talent show and said it 

was a totally different feeling, “It was very 

fun singing my favorite song from the Lego 

Movie. It was scary at first but felt so great 

by the end. The people started to clap their 

hands and I got excited and I sang very 

easily.” 

 Other performers admitted that they 

felt a lot of pressure before they had to 

show off on stage. The audience would 

always give a big round of applause, loud 

whistles, and intense clapping to show 

support. 

 Being a part of the audience was so 

thrilling, but being on stage must have 

been so intense. It takes so much confi-

dence and courage to get up on stage in 

front of hundreds of people. Any student 

that went under that spotlight deserves 

tremendous recognition regardless of the 

quality of the performance.  

 Some of the more memorable perfor-

mances for me were Jake Choi on piano, 

Natasha‟s gymnastics, and Ben and Lei‟s 

b-boy beat-boxing combo that 

closed the night. 

 Everyone I talked to had posi-

tive things to say. The performers 

themselves also had great things to say. 

Malkin Cho, who sang a duet with Alexa M, 

stated, “I had a nervous feeling because if I 

made a mistake it would be so noticeable 

but the final result was great. After the 

show was over, the teachers and students 

complimented me saying that I did very 

well for my first time.” 

 The students, parents, and teachers 

all enjoyed this year‟s show. The venue 

change was definitely a success. Samantha 

from 2nd grade said, “ It was fun and there 

were many acts that I could enjoy. I also 

wonder if next year the talent show would 

be even better like this one was!”  

 

Shark Bytes 2014 Talent Show Review 

Eduard Li, AKA “The World’s Strongest Man” was a big 

hit at this year’s Talent Show 

Dear Jaewon, Jaewon Lee‟s Advice Column 

 

Dear Jaewon, 

 I‟m 12 and I have one older sister who is 18. We were closer when we 

were younger but now she distances herself from me quite often. Other 

times she acts like we‟ve been best friends forever and nothing has changed. 

I‟m really confused, all I want is to have a strong relationship with her, but 

I don‟t know how. Do you have any siblings? Were there any times you did-

n‟t get along? When were you the closest? What do I do? Thanks in advance! 

       Sincerely, 

        Struggling with Siblings 

 

Dear Struggling with Siblings, 

 Having siblings is always fun because we always get along and never fight, right? 

Wrong. I have a younger sister and our age difference is similar to you and your sibling so 

I definitely understand where you‟re coming from. If you look at any group of siblings, it 

may seem like they always get along and love each other (because they do) but I guarantee 

you that it never started that way and sometimes their relationship isn‟t as perfect as it 

appears. I‟ve noticed that around the ages of 12 and 18, siblings for some reason decide 

that they “hate” each other. I don‟t understand why, blame it on puberty and mood swings 

but it seems to happens to everyone.  

 As an older sister myself, I can say that your sister loves you. However, she probably 

just wants her independence from you since she‟s maturing. The interests that you two 

once shared are probably different now. One thing about teenagers is that we say and do 

things we don‟t necessarily mean. So if your sister says anything hurtful to you, please 

don‟t take it personally. You might have to be more patient with your siblings and love 

them unconditionally even though they‟re not always nice. This is just a stage in life and 

once you get through it, I know your sister will appreciate how supportive, accepting and 

forgiving you were during this time in her life.  

 Another thing about siblings is that it‟s a love-hate relationship. You spend so much 

time together and you know that this person won‟t leave you (not that they have much of a 

choice) that sometimes you just need your space. Just talk to your sister and tell her how 

you feel but don‟t expect anything to change overnight. It‟s through the struggles and con-

flicts that help build your relationship. I promise you it will get better, just hang in there.  

       Sincerely, 

        Jaewon 
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Stylin’ & Profilin’ with Jennifer Shon 
What to Wear to the 2014 Prom 
 

Prom is coming up, but have you even decided what 

you should wear? The prom is the one night of the 

year that gives you a chance to show off your best 

looks. But it always seemed like the boys were wearing simple 

black suits and it is becoming too repetitive. Many of the girls 

choose only single-colored dresses. Break the old fashion shack-

les and try on a new and unique style 

to try and become the next prom king 

and queen!  

 

Boys 

Are you looking for a style that sets 

you apart from all of the other stu-

dents? Reset your minds - black suits 

are not the only choice for prom. Ma-

roon, dark blue, and white suits can 

look just as polished as black suits. 

Not only different colors of suits but 

also different patterns on suits can 

give you a fashionable style. 

 

Here are some famous Korean actors 

who are known for their unique suits. 

The clothing was worn in the dramas 

they star in. Actor In-Sung Jo (upper 

right) matched his blue suit with a 

maroon tie on top of a white oxford 

shirt. Korea‟s top model, Woo-Bin Kim 

(left) wore an all white suit. He wore a 

white jacket, white oxford shirt and 

white pants.  

 

Actor Minho Lee (right) styled himself 

with his dark red suit. He wore a black 

oxford shirt with his black shoes. As 

you can see, tra-

ditional white 

oxford shirts are 

not the only 

choice!  

 

Anther approach 

of Minho Lee is 

a fancy pattern 

suit with navy and black undertones 

(bottom left). The suit could have been the 

same old black suit, but the patterns 

blended in well 

with the color. 

These styles will 

definitely make 

you stand out 

among the typical 

black suits. If you 

want to “wow” at 

this years prom 

and walk away as 

the “best dressed” 

then differentiate 

yourself and go for 

new colors.  

 

One last tip for the guys: do your hair! 
Make sure you get a nice trim before the 

big night. Be sure to style it with wax or 

gel. Your date will be very impressed. 

 

Girls 

Looking back to last year‟s prom, 90% 

of the girls were wearing medium-

length or shorter dresses. But did you 

know that longer dresses could make 

you look slimmer and taller?  

 

Actress Yeonhui, Lee (top right) wore 

a long fit dress with gold check pat-

terns that made her look much more 

elevated. As I mentioned before, sin-

gle-colored dresses are getting old. 

Try to be unique and find a dress that 

has patterns like Yeonhui‟s dress. 

Singer Yoona, from Girl‟s Generation, 

wore a long sky blue flared-out dress 

(left). The fabric on the bottom of the 

dress reminds us of what classic Dis-

ney princesses would wear. 

 

 

 

 

If you don‟t want to go that long then here is a wonderful medi-

um-length choice: an A-line dress. A-line dresses look similar to 

what Actress Yoo-Jung,Kim is wearing (right). The bottom part 

of A-line dresses fan out at the knee. 

 

Be sure to dress to impress for this year‟s prom at Latin Lounge.  
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Shark Features 

Keep Calm and Get Into University 

Gihun Lee 

 
 This school year has 

been jam packed by all 

things new: a beautiful 

gym, a large cafeteria, a 

futsal field, plus so much more. But 

we can‟t forget about what makes all 

this stuff work, our beloved staff. One 

of our newest administrative assis-

tants is the young and talented Ms. 

Jang. She not only organizes the bus 

schedule, but also guides new stu-

dents and works on a variety of docu-

ments in the office. 

 Ms.Jang graduated from Han 

Yang University, and recently came 

back to Korea after many years 

abroad. She had so many interesting 

experiences living overseas. She in-

terned a year at a souvenir shop at Walt 

Disney World in the United States. She 

believes that her experience at Disney 

World taught her about various cultures 

from people all over the world. Afterward, 

she attended a university in Mexico as an 

exchange student for 6 months and trav-

eled all over the country. Because of this 

immersion in Latin culture, she became 

fluent in Spanish. She is so worldly, no 

wonder her career brought her to Busan 

Foreign School. 

 Ms. Jang also loves to volunteer and 

help people. Over the weekend she likes 

cooking and packing a lunch box for the 

elderly of Busan who live alone. She likes 

to play sports, especially squash. She goes 

to the courts after school to relieve stress 

and to feel a sense of accomplishment. 

 Ms. Jang is having a great time here 

at BFS, "To be honest, working with a lot 

of foreigners is a great experience as it 

gives me an opportunity to learn their 

culture and educational system. It's very 

different from a typical Korean company 

or school that just employs people and 

forces them to work until late in the 

night. Since BFS is a small school, I get to 

see all the kids from kindergarten to high 

school. I love to see kids play and grow as 

a family.  She reflected on the life of 

students at our school, "When I com-

pare you guys with average Korean 

kids, you have more advantages. You 

guys have less educational and mone-

tary stress than average Korean teen-

agers do. School ends early, and you 

guys don‟t have „YaJa‟ (remaining and 

doing independent studying until 

10pm). Also, I strongly believe that 

you guys are spending time wisely, 

but as for your hobby, spend more 

time with your family and friends. 

Also you guys can use the advantages 

of both Korea and the U.S. – you can re-

ceive an American education, but at the 

same time acquire Korean culture – so 

use these advantages to shape your 

dreams.” 

As we can see, Ms. Jang is such a 

nice and caring person. Make sure you 

stop by the office to say hello and show 

your appreciation for her major contribu-

tions to our school.  

Friendly Face Making BFS a Great Place 

Ms. Jang hard at work in the BFS Main Office 

Louis Kim 
 

 High 

school life can 

be extremely 

stressful. By the 

time you get 

there, you are spending a lot 

of time thinking about stand-

ardized exams, university, and 

your future. You complain 

about managing your GPA 

and all the other miscellane-

ous academic stuff. But no 

worries, you can easily cope 

with all of this stress. Our 

graduating class has seen the 

best university acceptances in 

BFS history, and I want to 

share some tips for success. 

 With regard to taking 

courses, many people say, 

“just pick what you want to 

take,” but please don‟t choose 

courses based solely on your 

intuition. Assuming that you 

are aiming for the top-notch 

schools, it is highly recom-

mended that you take 5 math 

and English courses. If you are 

considering majoring in math 

and science fields in the fu-

ture, put more science and 

math classes into your sched-

ule. If you‟re planning to ma-

jor in humanities, take more 

history and English classes 

throughout high school. How-

ever, this doesn‟t mean that 

you should take extremely 

“unbalanced courses.”  

 Joseph Han, a gradu-

ating senior, said, 

“Since I was 

planning to 

major in eco-

nomics at 

college, I 

had to bal-

ance my 

social stud-

ies courses 

and math 

courses, as 

economics 

has both 

charac-

teristics of 

mathematics and social 

studies.”  

 Also, try to take challeng-

ing classes (such as honors 

and AP courses) during your 

first three years of high school, 

and save all your study halls 

for senior year. In my experi-

ence the first three academic 

years played the most pivotal 

role in applications and admis-

sions. The most important 

thing to remember is that you 

have to try your best in all 

classes in order to get decent 

grades. 

 SAT score is very integral 

to your university admission – 

it serves as an objective 

evaluation of your 

academic skills 

relative to oth-

ers‟ perfor-

mance. Some 

people say 

invest more 

time in 

other things 

such as GPA 

and extracur-

ricular activi-

ties, but these 

test scores are 

equally as important 

in my experience. 

 The best way to 

increase SAT scores is to read 

a lot of books, but since stu-

dents lack time to read, many 

of them go to the SAT prepar-

atory schools in Korea to raise 

their scores. This is not a bad 

way of raising scores, but 

there are some mistakes that 

students easily make: stu-

dents solve tons of questions 

at those schools, listen blankly 

to the lecture of the SAT 

coaches, go back home, and 

never review. Students think 

that SAT ends at those SAT 

schools, but prepping does not 

merely end with listening to 

the SAT coaches.  When 

you‟re back at home, review 

and analyze the passages care-

fully and review the questions 

you got wrong. Think about 

why you got them wrong. Keep 

track of questions you got 

wrong on a separate notebook, 

and memorize tons of vocabu-

lary. Even when you‟re at 

home you should constantly 

practice with practice tests, 

since practice makes perfect.  

 Senior Tarah Wang said, 

“Spending extra time to re-

view the things I learned from 

the SAT coaches at home real-

ly helped me to understand 

my weakness and improve on 

those weaknesses.” 

 High school academics 

and standardized exams, 

when approached strategical-

ly, can become a powerful tool 

that proves your super poten-

tial. Start the university appli-

cation process early and be 

sure to write strong essays. 

Good luck! 

file://x-apple-data-detectors/::0
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Shark Features Shark Fun Shark Features Shark Fun 

Kwon’s  
Korner   
 
Mr. Kwon challenges YOU!  Try to complete 
this math problem. If you think you got the cor-
rect answer email ojkwon@bfs.or.kr and try to 
win a fabulous prize! 
 
Can you figure out how to complete the final 
circle? 

Dos Señ oritas 
Spanish Lessons with  

Señ orita Gawboy & Goldman 
 
Want to cheer on los tiburones (sharks) of BFS or 
your local Lotte Giants béisbol team?! 
 
Then say these awesome Spanish 
phrases at the next game: 
 
 

 
 

 
 
¡Dale!  
 - Go for it! 
¡Sí, se puede!  
 - You can do it!¡ 
Somos los campeones!  
 - We are the champions!  

Come to the Fine Arts Showcase! 

Ice Cream Now Available at the Snack Shack 
Starting at Only 600 Won! 
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Shark Fun 

BFS RIDDLES 

2. If I have it, I don’t 

share it. If I share it, I 

don’t have it. What is it?  

1. Mary’s father has 5 

daughters – Nana, Nene, 

Nini, Nono. What is the 

5th daughters name?  

3. Poor people have it. 

Rich people need it. If 

you eat it you die. What 

is it?  

Answers: 

1. If you answered 

Nunu, you are 

wrong. It’s 

Mary!  
2. A secret 
3. Nothing 
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Shark Fun 

Writers  

Gihun Lee 

Louis Kim 

Elisha Kang 

Danny Cho 

Phillip Park 

Ryan Ro 

Jennifer Shon 

Jaewon Lee 

Jenny Choi 

Samuel Lee 

Adam Lossiah 

Ricky Ahn 

Benjamin Lee 

Nate Howard 

Mr. Wojcik 

Leadership Class 

Head Editors 

Soobin Bae 

Louis Kim 

 

Cartoonists 

Ryan Kang 

Jeehyun Park 

Designers 

Genieve Whyte 

James Lee 

Alexa M 

Diana Lyu 

Dima Li 

Sy Lee 

Danny Cho 

Elisha Kang 

Gihun Lee 

Earn Volunteer Hours 

By Helping in the 

Library! 

 
Any HS/MS student can show up! 

Come and help wrap books. 

 

Visit the library every Thursday  

after school to earn volunteer hours 

and help Ms. Nicholson keep the 

books in shape. 

Shark Bytes Staff 

Sharks 

Crossword 

 Crossword Clues 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS: 
DOWN 

1. Track and Field / New sports team that 

covers wide range of activities 

2. Talent Show / Spring celebration of 

skills 

3. Wojick / Teacher who knows how to 

unicycle 

4. Scheier/ She lays on the layers 

5. Shark Tank / School News Show from 

MMJ2 

6. Brennan / Creative teacher who teaches 

creative writing 

7. Chapa / Jazz Band  

8. Lei / Break dancer at the talent show 

9. MrChu/ Coach of the boy’s high school 

soccer team 

10. Haeundae / Neighborhood city of BFS 

ACROSS 

1. Republic of Korea / Official name of 

South Korea 

2. Payan / Huge elementary teacher 

Snack Shack / Place to get ice cream at 

school 

3. Olson/ Teacher who teaches literature 

for High School 

4. Patel / High school social studies teach-

er 

5. Soo/ BFS art teacher 

6. SKAC / Sports league that our school 

and other international schools are in-

volved in 

7. Benjamin/Beatboxer of Tomorrow 

8. Gates / Gate of middle school and 9th 

grade math 

9. Choi / BFS Japanese teacher 
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Shark Sports 

Samuel Lee 
 

 The Middle School bas-

ketball team had a lot of ups 

and downs this year, but 

definitely more ups. The win-loss record 

isn‟t as important as how much they im-

proved this season. Coach Gates expressed 

this importance by saying, “I don‟t really 

remember how many we won and lost in 

the tournament. We wanted to win, but 

we focused more on improving our team 

play and trying our best.”  

 7th grade athlete Louie Chung reflect-

ed on his season and his team, “I think 

this season showed us that we could work 

as a team and cooperate.” Louie also 

looked forward to see what he could im-

prove for the next season. “Personally, I 

think I should work on shooting and being 

able to assist more than I do now,” he 

mentioned 

 Coach Gates added, “This past sea-

son was a learning experience for all in-

volved. We had players with a wide range 

of previous experience playing basketball,” 

Coach Gates remarked optimistically, 

“and I am proud of this group that is com-

mitted to coming to every practice. They 

improve every day, and have come a long 

way since the beginning of the season.”  

Coach Gates also stressed the 

importance of the skills the team needs to 

work on for next season, “One of the most 

important and fundamental aspects of 

basketball is making layups. Whoever can 

make the most layups and stop their oppo-

nent from making layups always comes 

out on top. If we can improve our skills so 

that we can consistently make our layups, 

including left handed layups, then we will 

be unstoppable.” 

 The 2014 Middle School basketball 

season has come to an end but we are ex-

cited to see what they will achieve next 

year. 

MS Basketball Season Comes to a Close 

Jenny Choi 
 

You know what 

they say: practice 

makes perfect. 

That has been the 

mantra of the BFS girls‟ soccer 

coaches over the year. They are 

doing a brilliant job of leading 

the team to victory. Thanks to 

their efforts, the girls‟ soccer 

team has tasted the sweetness 

of triumph. 

 The girls recorded 5 wins, 

3 ties and 1 loss going into the 

final tournament. “Coach Schei-

er and I trained the team to 

focus on basic techniques such 

as passing, dribbling and shoot-

ing. But once they focused on 

that, we started to teach them 

about positioning,” Coach Lee 

stated this was their winning 

strategy. 

 He feels positive about the 

Sharks, “I think the teamwork 

is great so far.” But he also 

mentioned the team‟s signifi-

cant weakness, which was ironi-

cally also related to teamwork. 

“Our biggest weakness right 

now is the receiver who has to 

get open when people pass. And 

that‟s all teamwork,” he men-

tioned. “They can‟t just rely on 

one person, the 

passer, to 

complete the 

pass. The 

whole team 

has to try to 

be open to 

give many 

different op-

tions to the 

passers,” he 

claimed.  

 The 

coaches are 

not the only 

people who 

care about 

teamwork. 

There is a 

major sup-

porter who 

tried her best to 

make the team 

strong. Captain Jae-

won Lee said, “I strongly believe 

in my team, and teamwork is 

why we dominate the games.”  

 The final tournament was 

held on On April 26th at BIFS. 

Eight international schools 

competed. Loud cheering from 

the crowd and tough play on the 

field fueled the games. Many 

students and staff came to en-

courage the team. The tourna-

ment went on for 10 hours, and 

among the eight schools, BFS 

girls‟ soccer team placed 4th. 

“Oh my gosh. I'm so 

proud of the ladies today! We 

have worked so hard and it's 

crazy how far this team has 

come. I'm so sad that today is 

the end of our season,” ex-

claimed Jaewon. “A lot of us 

had never talked to each other 

before joining soccer and now 

we're pretty much a big family. 

I love that!” 

All of the Lady Sharks 

were satisfied with their perfor-

mance, but they resolved on 

becoming better in the future. 

Let‟s be even more aggressive 

and get first place by next year! 

Girls Soccer Defies Expectations 

The girls soccer team gets an emotional pep  talk from Coach Lee before a big tournament match 

The MS Bball  Sharks learned how to improve this year thanks to Coach Gates & Payan 
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Can you identify which physical achieve-

ments are facts? Or fiction? 

 

1. Mr. Saunders holds the world record for 

soccer ball juggling (keeping the ball up 

with feet, legs and head without the ball 

touching the ground) at 4 hours and 9 se-

conds.   

 

Answer: Totally false. However, he did have a soc-

cer ball juggling contest with Mrs. Naegeli's 1st 

grade class and won (and was very proud of himself) with a time of 8 se-

conds. The actual world record for soccer ball juggling was set by Nikolai 

Kutsenko of Russia in 1995. He juggled a regulation soccer ball non stop 

for 24 hours and 30 seconds.  

 

2. While attempting to high jump 5'8" (173mm) on a windy day at a track 

and field meet in Seoul, South Korea, BFS 4th grade teacher and track and 

field coach Ms. Morris was suddenly picked up by a strong wind, bringing 

her so high into the sky that North Korea picked her up on radar and 

thought they were being attacked. Five missiles were fired at her, almost 

starting World War III. Thankfully, the missiles missed and she landed 

safely in the soft sands of Haeundae beach, startling Ms. Jones and 

Ms.Schmidt, who were sunbathing at the time... 

 

Answer: 99% total nonsense. However, Ms. Morris did high jump 

5'8" (173mm) at a college track meet in the USA. 

 

3. Dressed in a seal outfit, Mr. Brennan once spun a basketball on his nose 

for 38 seconds while performing at Sea 

World in California. 

Answer: Probably false. However, Mi-

chael Kopp, 18, spun a basketball on a 

toothbrush held between his teeth for 26 

seconds. 

 

4. North of the equator, 90% of people 

are right handed. South of the equator, 

90% of people are left handed. All people 

living on the equator are ambidextrous 

(right and left handed). 

 

Answer: Totally made up, total nonsense. 

However, 90% of the time Mr. Wojcik 

can't remember if he's right or left hand-

ed. And when he's physically on the 

equator, 90% of the time he can't remem-

ber how to spell ambidextrous, mostly because of the heat, but partly be-

cause he only made it through 2nd grade, which he says were the best five 

years of his life. 

 

5. On August 17, 2013, using only chopsticks, BFS Head of Maintenance 

Mr. Shim caught 3 flies that were bothering the office ladies. 

 

Answer: False, but possible. However, using chopsticks, Joe Alexander 

caught 15 marshmallows in just one minute that were tossed to him from a 

distance of 2 meters. 

Shark Sports 

Benjamin Lee 
 

Track & Field 

kicked in for the 

first time ever at 

BFS this spring. 

K-5 teacher Ms. 

Jones, 4th grade teacher Ms. 

Morris, PE/Health teacher Mr. 

Wojcik, and Head of Marketing 

and Communications Mrs. Al-

lepuz organized this club and 

worked very hard to coach and 

guide the new team. The coach-

es and students saw their hard 

work come to fruition in an 

enormous SKAC event in Sajik 

on May 1st. 

  “Track & Field is for 

grade 3 to grade 12,” said 

Coach Jones, “and it consists of 

running which is the track part, 

such as sprinting and distance 

running. Then there are the 

field events such as shot-put, 

discus, hurdles, and long jump.” 

Track and Field‟s variety of 

events are interesting and of 

course a great way to get in 

shape. 

 They held practice twice a 

week for Middle School and 

High School students and ele-

mentary students meet once a 

week. There were many high 

school athletes that were on 

other sports teams as well, so 

they had to juggle track and 

field with their other responsi-

bilities.        

 Since it 

is a new 

sports club, 

lots of stu-

dents were 

interested in 

joining. They 

gave their 

best effort 

and many 

athletes 

thought it 

was a good 

choice to join 

the team. 

 Stephen Lee, grade 10, 

mentioned, “Track & Field, I 

think, has a little bit of cross 

country, but not as much run-

ning. Also, we do really intense 

workouts and our coaches want 

us to be physically fit - especial-

ly our legs, because we will be 

using our legs a lot at the meet. 

And it is not like cross country 

since we do workouts that are 

concentrated and we put it all 

together in an hour worth of 

circuits.”  

 The coaches overcame 

some minor difficulties running 

this club. “I think most of the 

problems come with timing, 

because we 

had about a 

month and a 

half to pre-

pare stu-

dents for the 

Track & 

Field SKAC 

meet and we 

are still 

struggling 

to find an 

actual place 

for our team 

to practice; 

other after-

school activities also have to 

use the gym and field on our 

practice days,” stated Coach 

Morris. 

 The coaches are dedicated 

to the team, “I participated in 

Track & Field in high school,” 

Mr. Wojcik remarked, “I really 

enjoyed doing the pole vault, 

which is a field event where 

you have to run holding a 4 to 5 

meter tall pole, and see how 

high you can jump in the air 

using the pole to lift yourself. 

For the meet held in Busan on 

May 1st we wanted to send pre-

pared runners to the meet to 

represent our school so we de-

cided to form the team.” 

  “This is our first year 

that we are participating and 

competing at the SKAC meet. 

So if it‟s successful this year, 

we will definitely continue do-

ing it for further years and we 

will probably be expecting our 

Track & Field team members to 

get better every single year!” 

concluded Mrs. Allepuz. 

 All the hard work paid off 

as the MS/HS divisions collect-

ed 16 total ribbons at Sajik Sta-

dium. Forty BFS students com-

peted with 6 other schools. 

Many students won first place 

ribbons in track events includ-

ing Aaron Lossiah, Angelina 

Brays, JeongMin Park, Dima Li, 

Anne Lee, and Sy Lee.  Yuliya 

So won girls shot put, and Lou-

ie Chung took home two first 

place ribbons for the 400 and 

800m races. The Sharks domi-

nated the event and look for-

ward to next year.  

Sharks Impress at Track & Field Event 

Athletes practicing shot put 

Fitness Fact or Fiction with Mr. Wojcik 


