Name: ____________________________
AP PSYCH
Unit 4.2 Activities
Selective Attention & Thresholds
These first questions should be based on your own opinions and life experiences. You don’t have to use the book.
1. What if the color you see as red is different than the color that others see as red? Have you ever thought about this before? Write
your thoughts and ideas about these odd questions.

2.

Close your eyes. With your eyes closed, look to the left. Take your finger and rub the right side of your closed eye. Was that
weird?? Did you see flashes of bright light? On what side of your visual field did you see that light? WHY???

Use your book and the notes to answer the following questions.
1. Explain how transduction works in vision.

2.

Draw and label an image that demonstrates the difference between: wavelength, amplitude, and intensity of light waves.

3.

How do we experience hue?

4.

Draw and label an image that demonstrates how light energy is transformed into neural messages in the eye and to the thalamus
and brain. You must draw AND label the functions of cornea, iris, pupil, lens, retina, fovea, blind spot, and the optic nerve. Use
Figure 4.10 to help you draw and label.

5.

What is accommodation?

6.

Draw and label an image that demonstrates how the retina reacts to light and helps us to see. You must draw AND label the
functions of the rods, cones, bipolar cells, ganglion cells, and optic nerve. Use Figure 4.11 to help you draw and label.

7.

Why do we have a blind spot?

8.

How do we naturally seem to fix our blind spot? Use Figure 4.12 if you need assistance with this.

9.

What are all the major differences between rods and cones? Use Table 4.1 to guide you.

10. How does the brain process visual information? Draw and label the functions of the parts in Figure 4.13.

11. Why don’t we see upside-down? The image comes into our eye and turns upside down in our fovea, how does it turn back to the
right way?

12. Explain the concept of parallel processing by drawing and labeling a large image. Use Figures 4.15 and 4.16 to help.

13. What are the major differences between Young-Heimoltz trichromatic theory of color vision and the opponent process theory?

